
  

  

ALBION BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS - REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
July 19th, 2017 – Albion Municipal Building 

 
ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM:  Upon determining a quorum was present, the 
meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. Members present for the public hearing were Scott Cole, 
President; Dave Dunn; Mark Hunter; and Tim Kiebel. Absent was Dave Bremer. Also present was 
Anthony Feichter, applicant; Louann Walker, 406 S. Liberty Street Albion, Indiana; and Town Manager 
Stefen Wynn 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. Flag was recited by all present.  

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING: Minutes from 4/26/17 were approved by 4-0 voice vote; 
motion made by Hunter and seconded by Dunn. Minutes from 2/15/17 were approved by 3-0 voice 
vote; motion made by Dunn and seconded by Hunter; Cole Abstained. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

SPEVAR 2017-03 Baseline Auto Group, Anthony Feichter Applicant – Cole opened the floor to 
Anthony Feichter for explanation of the application. Feichter explained that he purchases used 
vehicles, disassembles the vehicles, and sell the parts on the internet for used parts. In order to 
rebuild vehicles Feichter needs to be able to have the area zoned appropriately for a license to 
rehabilitate the vehicles to be suitable to sell for use on the road. Feichter stated that doing this 
will not have a stockpile of vehicles on the property, and that the vehicles will only stay for a 
short amount of time while they are being disassembled or rehabilitated. Feichter went through 
the Finding of Fact worksheet, and explained to the Board why a Special Use Variance is 
necessary for the operation that Baseline is looking to expand into. Feichter will put up a fence 
to allow for security, and privacy. The Fence will begin on the Southeast corner of the building, 
along the Eastern edge of the property into the wooded area – the fence will be used to screen 
the area. Feichter will also place a gate on the driveway to access the area behind the building to 
prevent foot traffic behind the building. Feichter stated that he is open to Board input on the type 
of fence to be installed. Disassembly will only take place by Baseline employees, and will happen 
inside of the building that is on the property, the vehicle storage area is not open to the public.  

Cole asked Louann Walker if she had any questions, or input. Walker stated that Feichter had 
answered all of the questions that she had about the special use variance. Cole stated that he is 
reluctant about the plan to not include a fence around the entire property. Cole stated that he 
would prefer to have a fence around the whole property to have vehicles secure, and to keep the 
public from accessing the property where the vehicle would be stored. Cole asked what the plan 
is for disposing of vehicles that have been disassembled, Feichter stated that he would bring the 
shells of vehicles to salvage yards. Disassembled vehicles would be sent to salvage yards on an 
individual basis. Kiebel asked about how many vehicles would be stored in that area, and Feichter 
stated that there is only room for approximately 20 vehicles. Feichter would use some of the 
vehicles that are taken in on trade to disassemble for parts that otherwise couldn’t be sold at the 
lot, or at auction. Parts removed from vehicles would be stored in bins, or baskets inside of the 
building, and not in the back of the property.  



  

  

Cole asked about any unusual smells, or lighting that would happen at the business. Feichter 
stated that typical operating hours would be 9AM-6PM, there won’t be unusual smells, and there 
won’t be any additional sounds other than air compressors, and air tools.  

Cole would like to have a fence for a junkyard put around the property. The Albion 
Comprehensive Plan requires a solid wall fence, or a solid painted fence sufficient to hide from 
view. Cole does not want to take away the options from Feichter on what type of fence he can 
install around the property. Cole would like to have a timeline on when the fence would be 
erected around the property.  

Cole asked for discussion from the board on the type of fence for the property. Cole stated that 
the board should not limit the type of material for the fence, but that a height requirement should 
be placed to sufficiently cover the storage yard. This being a Central Business area, there are no 
setbacks for the fence. Fence should be 6’ around the property line. Southside of the property 
will need to block the view sufficiently; East and North side of the property can be chain link 
fence, and that the wooded-area will provide sufficient screening; the gate on the driveway may 
be 5’ high, and may be a gate sufficient enough to stop traffic. Kiebel stated that he would like to 
know what the timeframe will be for installation of the fence. Wynn recommended allowing until 
10/31/17 to install the fence; should more time be necessary, Feichter will need to go before the 
board for an extension.  

 
Cole opened a finding of fact, and a finding of fact was completed. FoF closed at 7:10PM. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
There being no further business on the agenda, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made, and 
seconded (Hunter, Dunn). Motion carried by a 4-0 voice vote. Meeting adjourned at 7:14 PM. 
 
 
_____________________________    _________________________________ 
Scott Cole,          President             Dave Bremer,                Secretary 


